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5 Vice
President Agnew said yester-
aay.

suppnly lines (o ihe seq,

Agnew's explanation, on the
TV interview program ‘“Face
he  Nation” (CBRS ", WTOr),
“added some detail to the ra.
“tionale previously  advanced
by President Nixon and other
-officials,
I While Prince Norodom Si-
hanouk was in power in Cam-
bodia, Aunew said, “the ability
of the Comiaunisls 1o supply
-and build and exiend the sane-
tuaries was marvinal hecause
there was a cortain amount of
repulation of ihe port of Si-
hanpukville .. "

Sinee Sihanouk’s overihrow
on dMarch 18, “and cven hefore
‘that, there had been efforts to
euond and consolidate and

nagnify the capahilities of
sanciuaries. ... Now
the Communists are
clearly trying to establish an
[unencumbered access to the
isea, througn whiech supplies
can come to these sanctuaries
in great quantity, we feel the
seeurity of American forces is¢
seriously  threatened,” the
Vice President said.

But Defense Seeretary Mel-
vin R. Laird, in a copyrigited
interview published last night
in the magazine U.S, News and

!

World Report, rated such
I Cambodian supply routes as

Eless important than the pres-
cenee of the sinctuaries them-
selves,

_“If the North Victnamese

were 1o conirol Cambodia,
they would have irec access
to ports and beaches th'ﬁ*c,|

and could move supplies with-!
'out 1'estr1chon,” Lau‘d .sa1d

But lack

of such access
would not be fatal to the
encmy, he went on. “They

could o\.pand the use of over-:

land routes throush Laos. This
would take londer and be inaf-
ficient, but they could do that.
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ted Hanoi to largely control

April 4, 1970

The town of Mimot in Cambodia

The Washington Post

has been under heavy

allied air atiack. The darkly shaded part of North
Vietnam indicates area of new U.S., bombing.

“Iianoi, however, simply
cannot {ight the ki .1\1 of war i
is now 7Fighting wiithout Cam-
bodian sancturarics. Over the
past two years, these sanctu-

aries have become increas-
ingly important. They permit-

the casualiy and loss rate of
its forees. When Communist
forces got tos badly mauled in|
Vietnam, Hanoi could simply|
pull them back into Cambodia
to rest, refit, plck up replace-;
ments and supplies and be=
readied to go back and fight
again in Soulth Vietnam at-
times and places of Hanoi’s,
choosing,” Laird said.

“Thus, if Cambodia were to.
be taken over by the Commu-}
nists and Hanoi was able to]
use these sanctuaries without!

even the limited restraints,
that existed in previous years,|
we and the South Vietnamesc!
would be faced with a serious

- lowed to concentrate all their

- could

Agnew and Laird appeared
to differ on Cambodia’s capac-
ity to res ist a Communist,
takeover.

“There is no question in my
mind that the North Vietnam-
ese forces, if they were zl-

against Cambodia,
probably defeat the
Cambodian army,” Laird said.

Asnew, stressing that “we
have no 1'espo*131b111ty to the
Cambodians” and have “abso-
lutely not” undertaken any ob-
ligation to defend the Loxn Nol
govornment in case the Com-
munists ‘move against its capi-
tal of Phnom Pe'xh. said, “I ag-
sume that the Cambpodians
will take steps to protect their
country i

" Both Agnew and Laird por-|
trayed the North Vietnamese
as overextended and weak-
ened. : |

efforts

“President’s

it Agnew said.
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nave

boenl in oa war

inv ovem s ana y - and they
are quite debi lua.cd' nd Gock
mated,” Agnow sutl "There;
Bas ween 2 groai dhninution in
viteir canability in their,
sctivity in recent years.

Laivd spoke of the 40,000
North Vietnamese imop: ini
Cambodia as “tied down, ‘..)M
said  “some  obscrvers {fec
Fanoi- getting sprozd pre tuy!
thin, with such lorng supply:
lines.” : .

The Laird interview, re-;
corded early in the week andi
updated on Triday after the,

speeeh, was not,
specific on the Cambodian!
sanctuaries aciion. Agnew, in;
his {elevision appearance yes-

terday, went into much mote‘

"detail.

He disputed an interviewer's
corarient that similar opera-
tions in Soutn Victnam have
failed to desiroy enemy bases
ihere.

“All we have done so fav is
sweep,” Agnew  said, “You
can’t do ihis with w sweep. Our
troops are moving in, we arc
sweeping, we are then going o
consolidate our positions and
provide Zor our own security,
and irz latter days of i
operation will be devoted en-
tirely to a search and desiruc
tion of these insiallations. We
have never dona that beiore
... We have never attempted
to destroy a headguarters or

major instaliation such as;
this.” |
“We don't intend to take)

forever to complete this opera-
tion and we are going to sendi
what Torce is necessary to do
i He discicsed
that “we nave other {roops on,
standby” in cuse the 8,000 to!
10,000 soldiers now aticeking:
the sanctuaries are unable to
finish "~ the job within the
¢ight-week pbmocx he calied
“{hic outside limit that was dis-.
cussed” by i odmu-zsuah.cn ¥

“The mistakes in the past,)’ 1
he said, “have been to some)
extent tne fact Lh-‘—\\., in em-:
ploying our forcees, we o Lave ol *
ways utilized them in sog-
ments and Iiractions to meet
the bare minimal require-
ments, which were constantly
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imated. The Prosident
T want to make that mis-
jiaie peral”

t Seereiavy of State William!
‘T’. Rogers, interviewed {for a;
'CBS news program on lhe
i Caabodian  war last night,
ialso slressed that the attack
ton the sanctuaries was “only
‘going to last six to eight
weeks ... If this is going to-
last lon"or than cight weelks,
I think there’d be serious
doubt about it.”

Agnew’s statements drew
immediat criticism  from
Democmtlc National Chair-
man Lawrence F. O'Brien that
I“the Nixon administration’s
raction of the past week signi-
fies a major escalation of the
war in Indochina ... the
.American policy of disengage-
imaent has ended.”

Agnew’s comments, O'Brien
chmacd pomt to “the estab- M
Ushmient of a new {ront in
;Cambodia and a new, pro-
longed ground war which the
Vice President himsels admxt-
ted we could not win.”
| Agnew, insisting that the
purpose of the Cambodian op-

STG NOHN

pration was consisfent with
cthe  administration’s " goal of
{“complete withdrawal and sep-
aration firom this conflict”
had said it was “perlectly oh-
vious” that the United States
iYcan't win a ground war in
{Asia.” i
i The lack of contact with the:
jenemy in the first stages of‘
'tne operation was no surprise,

the Vice President said, “"‘10!
{expcctamon was that . . . thel
:Communists, being su1'prised1
l——as they were heavily sur-
prised—would fall back, and!
ithat we would not encourter;
mucih in the way of enemy re-
‘sistance in the early days and
possibly,.depending upon their
capability to mount some kind
jof counteroffensive, none at
call”

Rogers, on the other hand,
said, “Well, we haven't, of
i course, encountered the oppo-
I'sition we thought we might.”

“What we are trying to pget
at is facilities, not men,”
Aznew declared. “We are
trying {o des{roy the capabil-
ity, the logistical capabxhty to!
mount offensives into South]|

Vietnam.” i .
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